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in Indian antiquity had, namely, to present before his coun-
trymen a picture of the chivalry, the heroism and generally
the heights of human value reached by the men and women
of the country in the Middle Ages. In this sense, these
historical novels represented an attempt to picture the Middle
Ages in India for contemporary society as his works on
antiquity represented an effort to portray the Ancient period.
His two social novels, on the other hand, had a different
objective. They represent the author as a social reformer
who advocated widow remarriage and inter-caste marriage.
In the field of social reform, except for his two novels,
Sansar and Samaj, Romesh Dutt made no active contribution.
The life that he lived, and occasionally the speeches that he
delivered, however, not only bore testimony to the views
that lie held in this field, but what is more important, in-
fluenced contemporary thought on the subject. In his life,
he tried to blend the best of Indian culture with the lessons
which the West had tot teach. As Sister Nivedita had said of
him, "the expression might be modern, but the greatness
within was the ancient greatness." Few in the country had
greater regard than he had for the values of Indian culture,
not only in the ancient age but also in the subsequent periods.,
but he would not allow this regard for India's history and
culture to lead him to a blind acceptance of all the forms
and practices which had developed in the country. He would
not compromise with the unreasoning prejudices, or give
in to harmful social practices when he was convinced that
they were unreasonable and harmful. His first act of defi-
ance to such a prejudice was to go abroad inspite of the
counsels of Ms orthodox friends and relations to the con-
trary. He never regretted this, and on his return he advised
young Indians; to go out in larger numbers to broaden their
outlook, In his social life, on his return, he was never